 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Mike Bascom has helped hundreds of clients

solve problems and achieve their estate planning goals.

Is one of these situations like your own?

1.  Mike helped a business owner who was about to get remarried and wanted to make sure the family business went to his child without insulting his fiance by requiring her to sign a prenuptial agreement.

2.  Mike helped a husband in poor health who was worried about his wife of over 50 years who was showing signs of Alzheimer’s.  The husband had run the finances in the family and wanted to make sure his wife would be taken care of when he died, without her becoming a burden upon their children who live out of state.

3.  Mike helped a single woman who owned real estate in several states and who wanted to simplify the administration of her affairs for her daughter when she dies.

4.  Mike helped a retired military officer who owned a piece of farmland where the taxes were higher than the rental income he received for leasing the land.  He helped the landowner convert the property into assets that generated a positive income stream of over $120,000 the first year, in addition to a charitable deduction so large he had to use it over several years.  From this same asset, the man was also able to set up an income stream for his daughters for the rest of their lives, essentially guaranteeing their retirement incomes.

5.  Mike helped several unmarried couples and same sex couples who wanted to allow their partner to act in the role legally reserved for a spouse without relying upon the goodwill of the partner’s family members.

6.  Mike helped an elderly couple set up a way to pay for their young grandchildren’s education, without disqualifying their grandchildren from financial aid and without tempting the grandchildren to use the money to buy a new car or items other than an education.

7.  Mike helped a couple who have children that live outside Georgia and are not on  good speaking terms, create a way for their children to use their particular strengths to work together while protecting each child from their own weaknesses.

8.  Mike helped a widow who had just lost her husband and did not even know what assets they owned.  He helped her organize and inventory her resources.

9.  Mike helped a couple who have a wayward son.  The son had deliberately isolated himself from the family for several years.  Now that the son is deceased, the couple do not want their other children to have to contend with any inheritance claims that their son’s children may bring. 

10.  Mike helped a couple who wanted to protect their life’s work from the clutches of their son in law, especially since it is very possible he will become their ex-son in law.

11.  Mike helped a couple who wanted to make sure their family heirlooms were not sold in a rummage sale because their daughter-in-law was not cultured enough to understand the true value of these items.

12.  Mike helped a widow who wanted to express her tender feelings to her family in a way that would leave a lasting impression without them feeling she was being morbid or trying to hasten her own death.

13.  Mike helped a wealthy son who wanted to make sure his parents were well cared for if he died before them, and then after his parents died, make sure his nephew and niece were well cared for.

14.  Mike helped an elderly lady who had no children provide for her pets in a manner that assured they would continue to live together, continue to receive treatment from their veterinarian, and receive the same level of care that they would have received if she were alive.

15.  Mike helped a couple who was overwhelmed by the amount of paperwork sent to them every month from their various financial institutions because of the number of different assets they owned.  Mike was able to help them reduce their paperwork to one monthly statement.

16.  Mike helped a couple protect their daughter, who was unable to say “no,” from giving away her inheritance.

17.  Mike helped a couple, whose life’s mission is to rescue mistreated animals, make sure their life’s mission is continued to be carried out after their death.

18.  Mike helped a man sell a highly appreciated piece of property without paying the capital gains tax at that time.

19.  Mike helped a couple set up an estate plan so their life insurance policies were not subject to any estate tax.

20.  Mike helped a couple create a way for their family to get together regularly for family reunions for many years after their death.  This served as a way for their grandchildren to become friends.

21.  Mike helped a business woman reward a loyal employee without creating resentment among her own children.

22.  Mike helped a young couple who got transferred frequently create an estate plan that did not have to be redesigned every time they moved.  In addition, Mike provided a way to introduce them to other highly qualified estate planning attorneys in the new state to which they moved.

23.  Mike helped a businessman, while he was still alive, convey to his new wife and grown son the man’s wishes so no disagreements would arise after the man’s death.

24.  Mike helped a couple, who owned several businesses and investment properties, disguise the extent of their ownership to discourage opportunistic creditors from targeting their assets.

25.  Mike helped a couple who have a handicapped child provide him with a financial safety-net without disqualifying him from any governmental or private assistance.

26.  Mike helped a widow remove a national bank as the sole trustee of the trust her late husband set up for her under a poorly drafted will.  The bank serving as trustee acquired the role as a result of several mergers.  Even though the account has in excess of $600,000, the bank keeps hitting the account for minimum fees that consume more than 80% of the annual income generated by the trust on the overly conservative investments chosen by the trustee.

27.  Mike helped a couple continue the family business and allow their youngest son, who currently works in the business, to run it without interference from his two sisters.

